Abstract. This paper focus on a contingent valuation application as to measure the value that the Portuguese households are willing to pay for the recreation and biodiversity benefits provided by a Natural Park in Portugal. A national survey was designed and implemented. It gathered 1678 respondents and focus on three tourism development policy options for the Park. We refer to (1) the WildernessArea commercial tourism development scenario; (2) the Recreational-Area commercial tourism development scenario and, finally, a scenario version which is characterized by the tourism development of both Wilderness and Recreational Areas of the Natural Park. The results show that the Portuguese evaluate the Wilderness-Area and the Recreational-Area differently. In particular, the Portuguese show a higher willingness to pay for preserving the Wilderness-Area free from any commercial tourism development. However, we find no statistical difference between the willingness to pay for the Wilderness-Area and the willingness to pay for the Wilderness-Area jointly with the Recreational-Area. The last result can be interpreted as a consequence of the lack of credibility of the protection scenarios or, more interestingly, as pointing to the eventual presence of warm glow in the stated willingness to pay responses.
Introduction
This paper focus on a contingent valuation application as to measure the value that the Portuguese are willing to pay for the recreation and biodiversity benefits provided by a Natural Park in Portugal. Combining the use of maps, photos and computer generated photos, a set of three survey instruments are designed, corresponding to three policy protection programs: the Wilderness Area the Recreational-Area, and the jointly Wilderness-Recreational-Areas protection program. In each questionnaire, the 1678 respondents are asked directly about their maximum willingness to pay to prevent the tourism development scenario as described in the survey instrument.
The paper is divided into five major sections. The first section describes the current situation concerning the management of the Natural Park, identifies the alternative survey protection scenarios, and presents particular aspects of the research design formulation and data collection. The second section presents the econometric model that is underpinning the selected elicitation question format, explores the choice of the underlying distribution prior, and identifies possible "no-no" protest arguments. The third section presents some socio-economic descriptive statistics of the questionnaire and the willingness to pay estimates across the different survey described protection programs. In the fourth section formal testing procedures are performed as to examine the ex ante presumptions on the magnitude of the WTP estimates. Section 5 concludes by discussing the implications of the WTP test results in terms of policy guidance.
Statement of natural resource problem

The Alentejo coastline
The Alentejo coastline constitutes one of the least urbanized littoral areas of Portugal. Like in many other countries, the Portuguese authorities have been observing an intensification of the conflicts and disputes over the alternative use possibilities of such natural site. On one hand, the Portuguese Governmental Agency for Nature Protection, 1 claims the preservation of the natural area. Recently, more specifically in 1995, ICN established the Parque Natural do Sudoeste Alentejano e Costa Vicentina, shortly, the Alentejo Natural Park. In this protected area roads, commercial and tourism development, mechanical equipment and other improvements are prohibited [14] . On the other hand, tourism industry, together with the local municipalities, has been claiming for the development of the tourism potential of the Natural Park and respective creation of employment in the area. The question that the present paper proposes to address is to determine the value that the Portuguese households place on the different tourism policy protection programs that recently have been discussed between the tourism industry and the Portuguese Government. Since the major values in
